HISTORY OF ENGLAND                    231

servants, to the number of a hundred and forty, beside fifty
mariners, but one person escaping.

Although the King survived this cruel misfortune many
years, yet he could never recover his former humour, but
grew melancholy and morose; however, in order to provide
better for the peace and settlement of the kingdom after his
death, about five months after the loss of his son, his former
Queen having died three years before, he married Adeliza,
a beautiful young lady of the family of Lorraine,1 in hopes
of issue by her, but never had any.

The death of the prince gave occasion to some  new
troubles in Normandy;   for the  Earls   of Meulant  and
Evreux, Hugh de Montfort, and other associates, began to
raise insurrections there, which were thought to be privately
fomented by the French King, out   of enmity  to   King
Henry, and in favour of William the son of Robert, to
whom the Earl of Anjou had lately given his
daughter in marriage.    But William of Tanker-     1124.
ville, the King's lieutenant in Normandy, sur-
prising the enemy's forces by an ambush, entirely routed
them, took both the earls prisoners, and sent one of them
(Meulant) to his master; but the Count d'Evreux made his
escape.

King Henry having now lost hope of issue by his new
Queen,   brought  with him,   on  his  return  to
England, his daughter Maud, who by the Em-     1126.
peror's death had been lately left a widow and
childless; and in a Parliament or general assembly which
he had summoned at Windsor, he caused the crown to be
settled on her and her children, and made all his nobles
take a solemn oath to defend her title.    This was per-
formed by none with so much forwardness as Stephen Earl
of Boulogne,  who  was  observed to  shew a more than
ordinary zeal in  the matter.    This young  lord was  the
King's nephew, being second son of the Earl of Blois by
Adela the Conqueror's daughter:  he was in high favoitr
with the  King his  uncle, who  had married him to the
daughter and heiress of the Earl of Boulogne, given him

1 She was daughter of Godfrey Duke of Louvain, or the Lower
Lorraine. [D. S.]